International Journal of Linguistics and
Literature (1JLL) 9 A International Academy of Science,
-

ISSN (P): 2319-3956; ISSN (E): 2319-3964 Engineering and Technology
Vol. 10, Issue 1, Jan—Jun 2021; 5768 . fioes: ; .
© IASET IASET Connecting Researchers; Nurturing Innovations

TRAPPED IN TIME: IMMOBILITY AS TRAGEDY IN SAMUEL BE CKETT'S WAITING
FOR GODOT

Athanasius Ako Ayuk

Research Scholar, Department of English, Highercheds Training College, University of Yaounde &nt&roon

ABSTRACT

The burden of Beckett's characters in Waiting fad@t lies in their inability to make progress amdtihe elevated state of
despair that this engenders. They represent tHerfatate of man and His struggle to uplift himsel& more respectable
circumstance. This paper interrogates Beckett'sceph of time and how this constitutes the majorre®wof his
characters’ malaise and tragedy. The concept oftas linear progression is the lie in which Becketharacters is
trapped. Rather than act as a vehicle of mobilityne is the penultimate source of immobility. Ithis tragic reflection of
the fallen state of man, exalted paradoxically ®pbasement and disenfranchisement. Beckett turns, Firich is a
measurement of human evolution into a symbol otlespness. Vladimir and Estragon are representatiohdefiled
hope, who incarnate a besieged humanity caughhénthiroes of finitude, where expectation is abottgdan uncanny
abstraction couched as Godot. This, Beckett seermsayt is the source of our modern or rather postenoednguish and
anxiety, whose only resolution lies in human apitid be resilient and to choose. It is only in ngkia choice, that
Vladimir and Estragon can mitigate their anguistdaavert the tragedy of infinite wait.
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